Overarching problems with both of these programs is their susceptibility to budgetary cuts and their piecemeal approach, says Dr. John Conly, professor of medicine at the University of Calgary in Alberta. For more than a decade, experts have been calling for a more coordinated national system "with the true leadership being shown by the federal level."
Compared to other countries' responses to antimicrobial resistance, Conly calls Canada's efforts "an international embarrassment." The United States and countries in the European Union, such as Sweden and Denmark, have monitored these pathogens nationally since the mid-1990s. Various systems in these countries provide a comprehensive view of antimicrobial resistance in hospitals and agriculture.
McGeer welcomes any progress to Canada's current system, but says the plan's reliance on the public health infrastructure will be a major obstacle.
"If we want to adequately track antimicrobial resistance, we have to figure out a mechanism for being able to watch what's going on in hospitals and we just don't have that mechanism in Canada." -Michaela Kostron, CMAJ
